
EPA Review of BDCP 



San Francisco 
Bay Delta



What is 
BDCP? 

• Alameda County Flood Control (D7)
• Santa Clara Water District
• Kern County Water Agency 
• Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern CA
• San Luis Delta Mendota Water 

Authority 
• Westlands Water District

CM 1 New Delta Conveyance

“Twin Tunnels”

CM 2 - 12 Habitat Restoration

CMs 13-22 Stressor Reduction



Why BDCP?

Threadfin Shad

Delta Smelt

Longfin
Smelt

Striped Bass Age-0

Winter Run Chinook Adult 
Escapement to the Sacramento River

Ecosystem Collapse Water Supply Reliability

CVP & SWP South Delta Exports



NEPA Review & Rating of 
BDCP Draft EIS

Environmental Impact of the Action
• Lack of Objections
• Environmental Concerns
• Environmental Objections
• Environmentally Unsatisfactory

Adequacy of the Draft EIS
• I – Adequate 
• II – Insufficient Information
• III – Inadequate 

http://www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/comments/ratings.html



EPA NEPA Letter Summary
• Increases in violations of WQS & changing of compliance 

pt
• Reduced protection for aquatic life compared to a 

declining baseline
• Information does not support project-level decision-making
• Assumes 100% restoration success 
• Scope of impact analysis is limited 
• Alternatives not compared 
• Alternatives not comparably analyzed



Environmental Impact & Analytical Issues

Alt
% Increase in days out 

of compliance WRT
Existing Conditions

Baseline

% Increase in days out 
of compliance WRT 

No Action Alternative
Baseline

1 28 17
2 14 13
3 28 17

4 H1 24 13
4 H2 26 15
4 H3 25 14
4 H4 27 16

5 24 13
6 29 18
7 15 4
8 17 6
9 17 6

Water Quality Standards 
Salinity in Western Delta

Migratory 
Fish Species

NEPA Effects Determinations for Migration Analysis for CM1 
Alternatives

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Winter-run A A A ND ND ND ND A NA

Spring-run A A ND ND ND ND ND A NA

Fall-run/LFR A A A ND A ND ND A NA

Steelhead A A ND ND ND ND ND A NA

Green 
Sturgeon

A A A ND ND ND A A NA

White 
Sturgeon

ND ND ND ND ND ND ND A NA

Insufficient Aquatic Life Protection



Next Steps

• Meetings to walk through our comments
• Developing the scope of the supplemental EIS
• Transparency for the public and decision-makers
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